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Course Overview
The AP® English Literature and Composition course is designed and taught thematically with an emphasis on core
readings along with modern and contemporary selections that illuminate and expand upon a variety of themes. AP English
Literature and Composition closely follows the requirements described in the AP English Literature and Composition
Course and Exam Description (CED), including the fundamentals of literary analysis and introductory college
composition. Each week students discuss and engage in a variety of writing activities focusing on argumentation,
interpretation, analysis, rhetorical strategies, exposition, structure, and style. Students read and study a variety of novels,
plays, poems, and short stories from the 16th century to the present. In addition to approved novels, students read shorter
works and drama. The course focuses on the experience of literature, the interpretation of literature, the evaluation of
literature, and writing to develop stylistic maturity and sophistication. Students practice their writing via numerous timed
essays, which are revised several times, as well as longer essays that require outside research and MLA formatting.
Students also practice oral communication skills, through poetry presentations, regular classroom discussions and acting
as discussion facilitators.

Course Overview by Unit - this link will take you AP Central’s course overview which we will be following.
More course breakdown is attached in this syllabus.

Student Practice
Throughout each unit, Topic Questions from AP Classroom will be provided to help students check their understanding.
The Topic Questions are especially useful for confirming understanding of difficult or foundational topics before moving
on to new content or skills that build upon prior topics. Topic Questions can be assigned before, during, or after a lesson,
and as in-class work or homework. Students will get rationales for each Topic Question that will help them understand
why an answer is correct or incorrect, and their results will reveal misunderstandings to help them target the content and
skills needed for additional practice. At the end of each unit or at key points within a unit, Personal Progress Checks will
be provided in class or as homework assignments in AP Classroom. Students will get a personal report with feedback on
every topic, skill, and question that they can use to chart their progress, and their results will come with rationales that
explain every question’s answer. One to two class periods are set aside to re-teach skills based on the results of the
Personal Progress Checks.

Expectations and Recommendations
Take responsibility for your own learning.   You and your classmates will benefit from  active engagement in activities and
assignments and your willingness to connect what we’re doing with other courses and your own experiences as a learner.
I expect you to devote your undivided attention to class activities.  Cell phones are not allowed to be out or powered on in
the classroom, unless the classroom activity class for it. This is an advanced course, so you will be asked to read, write,
and participate at an advanced level.  This is an opportunity which will determine your eligibility for AP and ACCP
classes over the next two years, and whether you will receive course credit at the college level. Careful and critical
analysis of the readings will benefit your in  class activity scores as  well as your performance on other assignments,
activities, and exams.  Participate in discussions and activities. People who are involved in the daily class business tend to
be more aware of the content and processes of the course. Consequently, they perform better on papers and exams.

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-a-glance.pdf?course=ap-english-literature-and-composition


Students who pursue activities different from those of the course (sleep, visit with classmates, work on other courses)
usually perform poorly on tests and papers. Moreover, they distract all in the room from the business of the course.

Writing Obligations
In-class writing: Timed writing assignments are given approximately every two to three weeks. Topics usually arise from
the readings and relate to questions of character, setting, structure, narration, figurative language, and literary analysis.
Sometimes, these focus on works not previously studied in class, such as those found on the AP poetry and prose question
prompts.

Essays: Student essays are two to four pages in length. All essays prepared outside of class must be typed. Students are
expected to submit their thesis statements two weeks prior to the due date. Thesis statements are based on student choices
of any of the literature studied within the marking period. This critical essay challenges the student to develop a
sophisticated literary argument about a selected work. The student may focus on a thematic topic, but the essay should
also emphasize the effect of one to two literary elements and techniques. A first draft is typically due one week prior to the
due date. Drafts are returned with suggestions and comments that are expected to be incorporated in the final draft.
Individual writing conferences will be arranged on a case-by-case basis. Essays are evaluated on their strength of
argument, depth of literary analysis, originality of thought, style, and mechanics.

Other Requirements: Summer assignments are due upon entering the class on the first day. Class discussions are
conducted in the Socratic Seminar format. Students are expected to regularly contribute their thoughts and impressions of
writing and literature. We write. A lot. Students engage in the writing process through writing thesis statements,
paragraphs, and full-length essays that incorporate textual evidence and commentary. Students have multiple opportunities
to revise their writing. We frequently score student samples from previous AP English Literature and Composition exams
using the six-point rubrics. We review and discuss the rubrics, and students score essays individually and in groups. In
addition, students are required to locate model sentences that demonstrate the accurate use of literary terms, effects of
terms, supporting quotations, and overall sophistication. Students are also required to locate sentences in their own essays
that require revision and use the high-scoring sample essays as models for revisions. We also use these samples in
conjunction with the students’ own writing to improve writing technique, vocabulary development, variety of sentence
structure, use of transitions, and effective organization.

Required Texts and Materials:
In AP English Literature and Composition, I recommend that students purchase their own novels so that they may write in
their books as we probe and analyze them. Kindle editions are considered but must receive instructor approval prior to
use. The school library checks out novels to all students who require them. If using school editions, students need to keep
sticky notes in the texts for regular annotation during reading.

I have extra copies of some of the books, so just let me know if you need any.

Preliminary list of novels, dramas, and texts:
● Wuthering Heights* Emily Bronte
● Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury
● Their Eyes Were Watching God Zora Neale   Hurston
● The Scarlet Letter  Nathaniel Hawthorne
● The Alchemist Paulo Coelho
● The Tragedy of Julius Caesar William Shakespeare (provided)

*denotes Summer Reading Assignment

Course Objectives:



By the end of this course, the student will be able to:
✓ Practice academic integrity
✓ recognize and identify the different genres of literature
✓ critically analyze by reading inferentially, comprehending subtleties of meaning, evaluating poetry, analyzing

prose, and drawing conclusions of any literary genre
✓ differentiate expository and persuasive writing
✓ analyze selected rhetorical devices of literary pieces
✓ learn and demonstrate the steps of a multi-paragraph essay
✓ write coherent essays that demonstrate effective communication, stylistic maturity, vocabulary development,

sentence variety, and logical organization of thought
✓ increase proficiency in writing the formal five paragraph essay, focusing primarily on exposition, analysis or

argument
● writing an effective introduction
● develop a clear, concise, effective thesis statement
● identify and speak to an 'audience' with a 'voice'
● create clear, effective topic sentences in body paragraphs that develop the thesis sentence
● write paragraphs and essays that effectively communicate and demonstrate stylistic maturity
● careful selection of vocabulary, sentence variety, and logical organization of thought
● writing body paragraphs that develop main ideas using carefully chosen, very specific examples, quotes,

supports
✓ learn and implement both the steps and the process for writing an appropriate six page AP research paper

● limit topic and develop a 'discovery question'
● create working bibliography, evaluate sources, differentiate primary and secondary sources
● compose a working outline
● read and take notes note cards in proper MLA format
● compose informational outline
● write a rough draft that presents research findings and processes the material in the
● researcher's own individual way, w/parenthetical documentation using MLA format as outlined in the

MLA Handbook, A Guide to MLA Documentation, 9th edition (Joseph F. Trimmer)
● construct 'Works Consulted' and 'Works Cited' pages according to proper MLA format
● revise and edit to make the research paper very specifically the writer's own
● understand and eliminate all plagiarism, intended or accidental

✓ demonstrate synthetic analysis and commentary of several sources in response to a writing prompt
✓ adequately and proficiently perform free response writings that simulate the AP English Literature  &

Composition exam
✓ achieve a score of “3”, preferably “4”, or possibly “5” on the AP exam

Course Materials
● 1 inch three ring binder
● College Ruled paper
● Pen/Pencil
● Highlighter

Attendance
Promptness and coming to class prepared are imperatives.  All students are expected to be seated when the bell rings.
Attend class regularly .  Please see the St. Pius X handbook for attendance policies.  Each student will be expected to
adhere to the school policy and will be held accountable.

Getting notes from a friend or obtaining the handouts for a given class cannot substitute for your actual presence in class.
Many of the activities completed in class cannot be recreated.



If you are absent, you are responsible for make up work. You should check the AP English II calendar and arrange with
another student to get notes, handouts, etc. If you miss a test or quiz, you need to make an appointment to come in before
school.  If able, most assignments will be posted on the class Google Classroom page.

It is necessary to complete assigned readings before coming to class and you must be willing to question and critique the
ideas raised.  Since class sessions depend extensively on discussion and group work, it is important that you are in class
both to learn from others and to help others as you express your ideas and contribute to their work.

Assignments
Turn in assignments on time.  I will provide detailed instructions/expectations for assignments in  advance.  LATE
ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR A FULL GRADE.  10% off per day the assignment is late.
Electronic submission of assignments, when absent, is expected to meet this requirement. If a student is absent on the day
a major assignment is due, the assignment can be emailed to the teacher at school, shared in Google Classroom (if able) or
hand delivered to the teacher by a friend or family member. If emailed, the assignment will be dated by the time on the
email. A hard copy reflecting the same content as the emailed copy (no edits or changes) must then be given to the teacher
the day the student returns to class.  There are no test retakes or corrections for this class.

Discussions
Get engaged during class sessions.  Because class sessions depend extensively on discussion and group work, it is
important that you are in class both to learn from others and to help others as you express your ideas and contribute to
their work.

Discussions are an essential part of learning, particularly as we  consider various genres, cultures, and perspectives. We
will be discussing a wide range of important ideas  and issues throughout the course. We will spend a lot of time honing
the ability to critically discuss issues  with others, reserve judgment, consider alternatives, and form opinions/arguments
based on a thorough investigation of each topic.  Please note: Each student receives a grade for class participation.  Any of
the following behaviors will result in a severe point deduction—falling asleep in class, refusal to participate, failing to stay
alert and engage in active listening, or consistent failure to bring necessary materials.

Writing
Demonstrate professionalism in written assignments.  All work assigned for completion outside of class needs to be  typed.
Please use Times New Roman, 12  point font, one  inch margins, and comply with MLA guidelines on headers and citations
on all assignments.

Make your papers as readable as possible. Use the published SPX Writing and Language Standards and MLA format.
Readability includes the following:
● type or use personal computer (all essays are to be typed)
● if written, use ink and double space. Make your writing as legible as possible
● do not turn in papers with ragged edges.

Participate in discussions and activities. People who are involved in the daily class business tend to be more aware of the
content and processes of the course. Consequently, they perform better on papers and exams. Students who do not engage
with the course usually perform poorly on tests and papers.



Academic Dishonesty
Adhere to academic honesty policies .  This classroom has a zero tolerance policy when it comes to cheating.  Any
instance of academic dishonesty (e.g., cheating on exams, papers, or plagiarism) will result in a grade of “0” for the
assignment or exam, second offenses will result in a semester grade of “F”, and third offenses will result in a semester
grade of “F” as well as an immediate Disciplinary Board meeting with the possibility of expulsion. For more information
on academic honesty, please consult the St. Pius X  catalog.

Professionalism
 Your role as a student should be perceived as serious and professional. When you email your instructors, realize that you
are asking for their time, thoughts, and consideration. Always  include the following basics: student name and hour/class,
subject line, request or question. For example:  “This is my rough draft of the descriptive essay. In my second body
paragraph, what details might make the image more vivid?”

When sharing a document in Google Classroom, please make sure that the file name references your name and
assignment.  For example: “Smith Rough Draft Descriptive” for a rough draft of a descriptive essay for John Smith. You
must use your St. Pius X email account for all correspondence, and send all assignments/questions to my school account.
I attempt to answer all emails within 24 hours.

If you have questions about anything on this sheet or about the course, please ask me in class or request an appointment
after class.

Grading Breakdown
35% writing and essays 20% assignments, quizzes, and projects
12% AP Practice 18% tests
15% Final Exam

SPX Grading Scale
100 - 98.0%…….A+ 93.1 - 97.9%….…A 90.0 – 93.0%….…A-
87.0 - 89.9%……B+ 83.1 - 87.9%…….B 80.0 – 83.0%…….B-
77.0 - 79.9%……C+ 73.1 - 77.9%…….C 70.0 – 73.0%…….C-
67.0 - 69.9%……D+ 63.1 - 67.9%…….D 60.0 – 63.0%…….D-
Less than 60.0%…..F


